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COURSE OVERVIEW

This course is designed to provide an overview of the various components of the justice system.   Criminal Justice is a practical social science exploring the roles of law enforcement, the courts, corrections and criminal behavior and their relationships within the larger framework of public policy. This course will follow the Criminal Justice process from the classification of crimes through the investigation and courtroom proceedings to the corrections process. The course will also include a unit focusing on how juveniles are treated in the Criminal Justice System.
CLASS SCHEDULE

First Semester

	Unit 1
	Criminal Justice 101

Provides a brief overview of the different steps of the Criminal Justice system, which will be explored more in depth in the later units. Examines Due Process vs. Crime Control models, and victim’s rights



	Unit 2
	Juvenile Justice

Examines how juveniles are treated within the Criminal Justice System. Compares how juvenile’s rights, court cases, and corrections differ from adults



	Unit 3


	Criminology & Criminals

This unit focuses on the different methods of determining why people commit crimes and how to prevent crimes from occurring. It also looks at different types of criminals and famous criminals




Second Semester
	Unit 4
	Law Enforcement
Examines many different aspects of law enforcement including organization, careers, limitations, and effectiveness. This unit looks both at local law enforcement agencies and federal agencies


	Unit 5
	Court System
This unit provides an in-depth look at the court process in the United States. Students will learn the details, language, and sequence of court proceedings that culminates in a mock trial

 

	Unit 6


	Correctional System

Focuses on the theories and implementation of different types of punishments and rehabilitation methods. Students will also be examining the different deterrents to crime and their effectiveness at preventing crime. 




PROJECTS

Students will be completing one major project for each Unit which will go towards their Summative grade category. Below are some examples of the projects. 

Unit 1: (2 small projects) History of Crime and Current Events Project

Unit 2: Paper and Case Study

Unit 3: Famous Criminal Project (Powerpoint and write up)

Unit 4: Law Enforcement Project (one of three options: Police Show Analysis, Federal Agency Research, or Local Law Enforcement Analysis) Presentation and write up
Unit 5: Mock Trial

Unit 6: Create Your Own Prison Project
EXPECTATIONS
Tates Creek believes that We Are:

Connected

Responsible

Engaged

Exceptional

Kind

Tates Creek Mission Statement:

The mission of Tates Creek High School is to prepare all Commodores for college and career success and to serve as informed and active citizens

· Assignments/homework turned in on time (to the correct tray) and completed/printed out prior to class. Homework will be assigned every class!

· You are responsible for makeup work when you are absent. Website and/or the Makeup Work bin. 

· Work cooperatively when asked to do group assignments. If you goof off, you won’t be allowed to work in groups.

· Remain quiet and respectful when the teacher or other students address the class. 

· Stay on task, and don’t distract others.

· Follow instructions and make sure you answer all questions! Always use complete sentences.

· Always do your best and complete all assignments. Zeros are terrible for your grade!

· Remember the golden rule and if you don’t have anything nice to say, don’t say it.

Materials:

· Textbooks (class set)

· Pen/Pencil

· Paper
· Binder for Binder Checks
*It is not required, but I highly suggest purchasing a planner. You are responsible for remembering important due dates once I have informed the class. 

Grades (Scale and Value):

· Fayette County Public Schools Grading Scale will be used.

      
Your grade will be averaged as follows:

· Category I: Formative 

50%

· Includes daily in-class work, homework, and quizzes. Daily assignments and homework will be given a value out of 100 points. 

· Category II: Summative

35%
· Includes tests, projects, binder checks
· Category III: End of Course Exam  (EOC)
15%
· Includes Final Multiple Choice Exam or End of the Semester Project

Cheating

· Tates Creek High School and the IB Programme has a strict honor policy and takes cheating/plagiarism very seriously. If a student is found cheating they will receive a referral. 

· If you copy another student’s work, then you and the student’s paper you are copying will receive a “0.”

· Plagiarizing:  copying and pasting others words into your essay or project = you will receive a “0” and not putting direct quotations in quotation marks = you will receive a “0”. 

· Receiving answers from other sources = you will receive a “0.”

Turning in Assignments:

· All assignments must be turned in on the specified due date. Each class has a “turn in” tray located in the back of the room. 

· Late work is accepted with 50% penalty after the time it is originally due until the unit is over (once the exam has been given).  It will no longer be accepted after the Unit Exam is given. 

· Homework assignments are considered late if they are not turned into the tray the first 5- 10 minutes of class.

Finding out Grade Status:

· Refer often to Infinite Campus for your grade status.  Make sure your parents have a login and password (if they do not, they can email parent.portal@fayette.kyschools.us).

· I will give you an “individual” grade printout before every exam or approximately every three weeks the first semester.

· If you still have a question about your grade, you can see me before or after school but NOT during class. 

After an Absence:

· It is your responsibility to follow up on what work was missed due to an absence.  However, this should ONLY be done before/after school or before/after class on the first day returning to school.

· On the day you are absent, you can call the school at 381-3620 and request that your teachers provide your assignments to the counseling office. Your parent/guardian can then pick it up after school.

· In class work will also be placed in your class’s folder located on the table in the back of the room and on the class website: http://tchswitt.weebly.com/
· Please write “absent work” and the date you were absent on the top of your paper (otherwise it will be graded as late work). Return the assignment in your class’s homework turn-in tray.

· In the event of a major assignment or exam, whether it be excused or unexcused, your work is still due when you return to school.

Example: If you are absent the class period before an exam, you must take that exam when you return. 

Consequences for Rule Violations:

Depending on the violation, the consequence could be a teacher/student conference, and/or referral, and/or parent/teacher conference.  Typically the following guidelines will apply:

1st offense (Tier 1) - verbal warning

2nd offense (Tier 2) - verbal warning, discussion with teacher in the hallway, phone call home to parents

3rd offense (Tier 3) – Administrative involvement (referral)

Communication with Families:

· Email is the easiest way to communicate.  My email is lauren.witt@fayette.kyschools.us.

· I am also available for phone calls during my planning period or before/after school hours.  My phone number is 381-3620 ext 1513.

· I will be sending a letter home if there is a significant letter grade change or failing grade.

· Communication with parents/students will be handled on an as-needed basis.

Mrs. Witt’s Class Schedule

A1:  Honors Global Econ
8:25-9:55



A2:  Planning 


10:00-11:30



A3:  Honors Global Econ
11:35-1:40

A4:  Int. Soc. Studies

1:45-3:15

B1:  Planning


8:25-9:55

B2:  Criminal Justice

10:00-11:30

B3:  Honors Global Econ
11:35-1:40

B4:  Honors Global Econ
1:45-3:15

